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To the Right Honourable 
The Lady ELL INOR HOLLIS. 


> 


May it pleaſe Yaur Honauur 
* \ \ | 124 An 2 N ao \ | 1 \ 1140 


"IS 


4. .of Ys mean - Performance, which 4þ- 
. pears. in this Form, in bediente #0 your Com- 
. for your Honaur a Defrre it _— v you ob- 
* as much. 

YOU wall preſently find that the Addons it contains 
my Honoured EA Y falls very mwcls: fbort of her 
Aub and Deſert : But tho many vhings might have 
been added to wbat was deliver u, that would greatiy 

.embellaſb her C HA RA CTER Y propoſed to limit 
8 things Þ had ſepn-and.obſerv'd, and efpe- 
40 \ | A 2 cially 


| | . a F | 
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1 The Dedication. 


cially Thoſe that were imitable and exemplary : that 
ſo my Hearers might be aſſur d that nothing was ſaid 
but what 1 knew to be true; and that the Ends, which 
onght to be always deſign'd in praiſing the Dead might 
be anſwer'd, T mean, recommending a worthy Exam- 
ple to the Living, and the moving them to go and do 
| likewiſe. , | 
| IF I had call'd in Help from others, T might have 
given a large Account of Her earlier Years, and ſeveral 
remarkable things in her Life before I had the Honour 
to know her; and if I had meerly aim d at commending 
ber, might hade deſcended to a particular Account of thoſe 
| other Qualifications, that concurr'd to render her an ac- 
| compliſh'd Perſon ; ſuch as her exquiſite Skill in the 
French and Italian Languages, in Muſical Inſtruments, 
and the like : but theſe are things to the mo$t of the Hear- 
; ers inimitable, and then to inſiſt on them would be as 
| improper, as in a labour d Harangue to recommend a 
| graceful Elocution to 4 dumb Man, or an accurate 
| Taſte of Mulical Notes to him that is deat, as very 
exemplary things: But it could not be well, eſpeci- 
ally upon ſo: ſolemn an Occaſion, to entertain an Audi- 
ence to ſo little purpoſe. Da 3% 590 
10D, MADAM, can receive no Information from | 
what is here related concerning MY LADY: (except 
1 as to ſome particular Circumſtances while ſhe. lay on her 
| Death-bed: ) your near and endeared Relation, your in- 
timate Converſe, and that for many Tears, bad given you | 
| Opportunities of obſerving not only all that is men- 
. 6%. 5 | nion d, 
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The Dedication. 


tion cd, but abundantly more : and I appeal to YOUR 
HONOVR for the Truth of all I deliver d concerning 
her Manner of Life. d Va + 
BV ſince you, together with ſeveral Perſons of Ho- 
nour, were pleas d to approve of what I attempted, and 
to oblige to this Publication, I bope not only your Self 
and Theſe, but ſeveral Others may be aſſiſted by the Do- 
ctrine deliver d, and mov'd by the Example propos d, 
in further preparing for Death, and that laſt Work of a 
Chriſtian, a ready reſigning to God in a dying Hour. 

I know, your Honour ſo well, as to be ſure that any 
ſuitable Help in this great Affair will be more agreeable, 
and better accepted by you, than publiſhing to the World 
any Inſtances of your great Worth and real Piety. Au- 
thors are oftentimes under Temptations to flatter, when 
they addreſs themſelves to Perſons exalted in theWorld, 
becauſe they frequently find Men ambitious, and fond of 
undeſerved Praiſe; but I amſofar from ſuch a Temptation, 
that I am not inclin d to report what might be ſaid with 
the firicieSt Truth ; for I know your Honour is one In- 
ſtance, that they who deſerve Praiſe the moſt, do the 


leaſt defire it; tho others are gratify'd with having a- 


ſcrib d to them what is not their Due, theſe are as much 
diſpleas'd with hearing the Truth of themſelves. 

T ſhall only obſerve, MA DAM, that tho' God has been 
pleas'd to alſlict you with Sickneſs and Pain for many, ma- 
ny Months together; and now by removing from you your 
excellent and affectionate Siſter, has added Griet to your 
Sorrow, that yet you have receiv d Spiritual and Temporal 
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The Dedication. 


Good. at the Hands of the Lord, as well as Evil. 
And while by bis Covenant you are ſecur d that he will 
be your God, and your Portion for ever, and cer long 
well receive you imo bis Foy, where there all be no 
wore Sickneſs nor Pain, Sorrow nor Death, bu Fulneſs 
of Joys, and Rivers of Pleafures, and a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory; this will male 
an infinite Amends for every Affliction that at preſent he 
muy exerciſe you with, 
That God would ſupport you under every'Stroke of his 
Fatberly Hand, remove your preſent | Indiſpofition and 
Pains, contiuue your Life for further Serwiceableneſs, 
add to-your Comforts, and at laſt crown you with Glory, 
is, and bull be the hearty Prayer of * 


Your Ho Nu R's 


Much Obliged and 
Mall Obedlient Servant, = 


£46 LE-STREET, arr, 
Dec. the roth, 1707. N 


Samuel Roſewell. 
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The Sentence of God, 
AND. 
5 Servant 5 Hus miſton. 
c —— — — — — 
SERMON 
„ Preach'd Upon | 
. of the Death and Funeral 
Of the Right Honourable 


The Lady CL INTON, Kc. 


Feen 34. 8. 


| So Moſes the Servant of the Lu diedtbere, 
in the Land of Moab, eco ding to the 
Mord of the Lord. 


| HE wiſe, tho afflictive, Providence of God in 
f | "removing our Friends and Acquaintance out o our 
World, by Death, is and ought to be not only at- 


fecting, but moſt awakening : The PE vs it pos 85 1 
| iſtne 


— — 


5 en CIS 


B © The Semence Uod, ad "ow © 


bt 


— 


liſtned to, and duly laid to Heart, is very awful and inſtru- 
| tive: The ſolemn Charge it ſounds forth to all the concer- 
ned Survivors, is the ſame with that which we have from 

Nat. 24.44. the Mouth of our Lord himſelf, * Therefore be ye alſo ready. 
| AND that Improvement that it ſo much concerns us to 
make of ſuch awakening Diſpenſations, by endeavouring 
faithfully to enforce the Charge, and effectually to urge ſo 
| momentous an Affair on the Conſciences of Men, ought to be 
the great, and indeed the only Deſign of Funeral Diſcourſes : 
While our Buſineſs is not at all with the Dead, who are 
+ Eccdeſ. . io. lodged in the ſilent Grave, where here is zo Work nor De. 
| vice, no Wiſdom nor Rnomledge; and whole eternal State is 
| already unalterably determin'd ; but with thoſe who yet 
ſurvive, whoſe incumbeat Duty it is to lay theſe things to 
Heart; to be ſo wiſe as duly to underſtand, ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, and ſuitably to be affected with, what they cannot 
| JEcdeſ'g.s. but know, || that they alſo muſt die, that fo all * the Days of | 
1. ½ heir appointed time they may be waiting till that their great 
Change ſhall come; that being prepar'd for the Aſſault of 
their /aſ# Enem), he may be ſtript of all his Terrours, and 

tho' they ſubmit to his Srroke, may be in no danger from 
his Sting; and like Moſes, that eminent Servant of the Lord, 
may readily comply with the Appointment of God when- | 
ever he ſhall ſay, Go and die, return to your Duſt ; and re- 
- quire their Souls at their hands. — gee -. 
THE bleſſed God had been very expreſs with this his Ser- 
| | vant Moſes, in foretelling his Death, and the Circumſtances |} 
1 of it, and demanding his Obedience to what he had wiſely 
determin'd, This you have an account of in Numb. 27. 
I deut. 32. 12, 13. and after wards in the 324 Chapter of this + Book. 
23, 49, 50. Get thee 4 (fays God) anto this Mountain Abarim, unto | 
1 Mount Nebo, which is in the Land of Moab, that is oder 4. 
gainſt Jericho and die in the Mount whither thou goeit up, 
and be gathered unto thy People; as Aaron thy Brother died in 


— —ñö—̈— 2 — - — 
* 


19 Mount Hor, and mas gather'd unto his People. 
4 NOW in the preceding Verſes of the Chapter wherein 
the Text is, we read of his going up to the Mount, and in| 
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His Servant”s Submiſſion. 


_— 


5 > ge 2 — us 


the Text it ſelf of his dying there, as God had foretold and 
appointed. 

5 Moſes the Servant of the LORD died there in the Land 
of Moab, according to the Word of the LORD. 


marks under theſe imo things that you have in the Text. 


: (I.) The Per {on ſpoken of. And, 
„ WM 212! (II.) What is related concerning Him. 


. (̃l.) FOR the former of theſe, the Perſon. And here, 
is 1. HE is mention'd by Name, any whom we might 
yet conſider (as the Scripture repreſents him to us) as a moſt 
to excellent Perſon, highly exalted by God, eminent for the 
on- Graces of the Divine Spirit with which he ſhone ſo bright, 
not and other extraordinary Abilities wherewith he was! en- 
dow'd, as would appear by ſelecting ſome things tliat are 
moſt remarkable in his Character, thoſe Strictures that are 
2 drawn by the Hands of the ſacred Peumen. But, 
2. HE is dignify'd with a very honourable Title, One yet 
more - honourable than that which you meet with in the 
foregoing Chapter, where he is ſtiled KING in: | 
but the Character which you have of him here is that of 
4 SERV AMI of the LORD. And God himfelfwaspleas'd 
to acknowledge Moſes ag ſuch. after his Deceaſe, in that, 
Ser- Jaſbaa t. 2. Moſes MIL SERV ANT is dead. He was his 
inces moſt eminem Miniſter that he had hitherto employ'd in 
iſely Þ Zack. But here the Obſervation of a (a) Jrmiſh Writer is 
þ. 27. not to be regarded, viz. that he is not honour'd with this 
Book. © Title till after his Death and Admiſſion into the neareſt 
* unto Hamiliarity with the Divine Majeſty; for we find God cal- 


ver a- ling him His) Servant (4 My Servane: Moſes, fays he) while + Num. 12. . 
In this "Caf oY SY Tik | Ts V. 0 Fg 


i ap, hewddiving. 0 7 6b oo ot ct | 
ied in 1 AND chereowe- might conſider this Character in a more 
general and emeaſtve, and then in a ſtricter ànd more re- 
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and in (a) K. Bechai. Vid, Parrick in loc. 
„ the 44s B 
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ſtrained 


AND here we might make ſeveral apt and uſeful-Re- 


Jeſhurun; * Ver. 5. 
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10 The Sentence of God, and 


ſtrained Senſe ; ſo as to ſhow you how all pious Souls ſtand 
in the Relation of Servants to the bleſſed God: and how 
Moſes and others have born, and ſome {till do in a more 
eſpecial manner bear this Character; but I muſt not enter 


* — — 5 — . 


— 


* 


upon it. 0 f 
T HIS is the Perſo ſpoken of, Moſes the Servant of 
the LORD. But, 
II. (II.) FOR what is related concerning Him: and there 


you have three things obſervable. 

1. THAT he died. And it is a Truth that we need not 
undertake to demonſtrate, the Experience of ſo many thou- 
ſand Years has ſufficiently confirm'd it, viz. ö 
N. B. THAT God's moſt eminent and. uſeful Servants die as well 
as others. | 1061; 

THE Reaſons for it are very evident, if we conſider | 

*tm as SINNERS, and as SERVANTS of the Lord. N 

AS SINNERS they have the Moral Cauſe of Death in 
Rom. 5. 12. their Perſons; * Death paſſes upon all Men, for that all have | 
inned. Ap 5 

4 AND as the SERVANTS of God they die, that they 
| may be admitted into more perfect Service; and that they 
F may receive a more compleat Reward, | 
it 2. YOU have the Circumſtance of Place where he died; 
he died there, i. e. in Mount Nebo, in the Land of Moab : it 

was ſtill ſo called, becauſe it had been formerly poſſeſt by 

| Numb, 21. the || Moabzres, from whom Sihon had taken it, as the / 
26, raelites had ſince from him, that it was upon this Account 
| indeed the Land of Iſrael. | 585 65 10 
1 3. YOU have here the Agreeableneſs of his Death, and 
" the Circumſtances of it to the Appointment and Prediction 
|! of God; he died according to the Word of the LORD; © | 
| NOW becauſe there is ſo wide a Field of Matter before 


| us, and another Subject muſt be ſpoken to, it is neceſſary | 
1 that I ſhould contract: I ſhall therefore confine my ſelf to 
13 the latter part of the Words, Moſes died according to the 
| Word of the LORD. | : 
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His Servant Submiſſion. 


AND that we may be ſure to take in the full Scope of 
this Paſſage, let us take notice of the ſeveral Senſes in which 


it may be underſtood, making ſome nſeful Remarts upon 


each, and then cloſe this Subject with a brief Application. 
1. FOR the different Senſes which have been given con- 
cerning this Phraſe. And here, C $9572 221 ily, 
FIRST, WE ſhall but juſt mention that Interpretation of 
the ancient Jews, with which learned Men acquaint us, wiz. 
that whereas the Words: are literally in the Hebrew, he 
died at the Mouth of the LORD, (b) Maimonides himſelt in- 
forms, that their wiſe Men think, (and it ſeems he ſpeaks 
as tho? he thought ſo too) that it ſignifies, the LORD. drew 
his Soul out of his Body with a Riß. And thus died Auron 
and Miriam, and none beſides theſe ; that is, they died 
(faith he) of too much Love, from the [Pleaſure they had 
in the Thoughts of God, which Apprehenſion of God, con- 
junct with the highett Love to Him, he thinks (ſays the 


learned Expoſitor) is called Kiſſing: * Let Him kiſs me + Cant. 1. 2. 


with the Kzjjes of his Mouth. But we ſhall not take up with 
this as the meaning of the Phraſe, tho? if when they ſay his 
Soul departed with a Kiſs, they deſign, (as others have 
thought) no more than this, that God indulged him with 
ſuch Diſcoveries of his Love, when he was about to die, 
that he left the World with a ſweet Compoſure of Spirit, 
expiring (as it were) in the Embraces of God, there is no 
doubt but the thing it ſelf is true, tho? it ſhould not be the 
Truth of this Place. But then tho? this is a ſpecial Indul- 
gence of God to ſome of his own People, yet many of 'em 
beſides Moſes, Aaron, and Miriam, (to whom they who 
would underſtand that dying at the Mouth of the LORD, 
in the former Senſe, would confine it, I ſay many beſides 
theſe) have departed in ſuch a happy Frame. 

I T muſt be own'd indeed, that righteous Souls, who 
riſe in the other World, and ſhine as i Sur in that Ring- 
dom of God, do often- times ſet in a Cloma here; for God will 


— SS. 
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(b) Vide Patrick in loc. 
B 2 ſome- 


i 


10; 
1 
Il 


Peace, and ſometimes elevated with triumphant 


2. 


* 1 Cor. 15. 
21. 

+ Rom. 5. 
12, 12, I 4. 


ſometimes difcoverrhis Sovereignty in with-holding of Com- 
fart, even there where he manifeſts his infinite Goodnefs 
in beftowing his beſt Gift, i. e://aving Grace. ' And tho? 1 
am ready to think that it is ſeldom that a godly Man dies 
without any Comfort at all, yet (beſides what may be in 
ſome Caſes truly aſcrib'd to Conſtitution, Diſtemper, cc.) 
a wiſe and gracious God, for Reaſons belt known to Him- 
ſelf, may ſometimes unchain the Enemy of his People's 
Peace, at ſuch an Hour, and permit him greatly to diſturb; 
and diſcompoſe; who knowing that hix Time is but ſhort, | 
and that nothing can be done to ſhake the good Man from | 
his Stedfaſtneſs, will do his uttermoſt to ruffle his Mind, 
and to remove Comfort far from him. 

BUT yet there are not wanting many, very many In- 
ſtances of thoſe ho have departed with the Kiſs of God 
in the Senſe laſt mention'd, fully aſſur'd of their Intereſt in 
Him, and his Love to their Souls, ſo as to be kept in perfect 

Joy in their 

laſt Moments. Several ſuch Inſtances are mar in ſa- 
cred Hiſtory, fore we have heard with our Ears, and of o- 
thers cur Fathers and Writers have told ws. But I {hall add 
no more upon that Head. 

SECONDLY, HE died according to the Word of the LORD, 
that may be (Gy ſome) (c) according to the DECREE of 
God, or the SENTENCE OF MORTALITY that 
he paſt upon all the Race of the Apoſtate Adam. Upon the 
Fall of our Firſt Parents God appointed unto all Mex once to 
die. He ratified the Sentence pronounc'd in Paradiſe, viz, 
Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt thou ſhalt return ; which Sen- 
tence reach'd to all his Poſterity, as St. Paul informs us, 
* By Man came Death, (ſays he) and in Adam all die. And 
which he elſewhere fully proves, 4 H herefore as by ane Man 
Sin entred into the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death 
paſſed upon all Men, for that all have ſinned ; for until the 


— 
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(e) Fort? ex edicto regio (ſcil. mortis) lato in primum hominem ob Peccatum. 
Vid. Pol, Synop, in loc. | 
DIRE Lam 


Trang reſſion, who is the Figure of him that was to come, 
| | THIS then was the Decree of God, that all Men ſhould 
die, and that the Grave {ſhould be a Houſe for all the Li- 
- ving. I know thon wilt bring me to Death ( ſays holy Job) * Job 30. 23. 
Al na to the Houſe appointed for all the Living. And the Pſal- 
5 1 miſt enquires, + What Man is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee + Plal. 89. 48. 
„ Death? Shall he deliver his Soul from the hand of the 
1 F Grave 2 | The Juſtice 
„ IF it be objetted, that notwithſtanding this, Enoch was Gi, mo 
'* tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee Death, and Elias was taken up Decree bas 
into Heaven and dyed not, it may be obſerved by way of , 9, 
d | Anſwer, that ſome few Exceptions do not in ringe an 3 
in ordinary Rule, eſpecially when determin'd by Him who g ar 
4 made the Rule. „ 
ir SO then according to this Word of the LORD, this righte- on it here. 
a- ous Decree and Sentence of God, Death reigned from Adam 
o- to Moſes ; and does (till, and will rezez : for it is a Decree 
dd that nothing can fruſtrate or interrupt, and almoſt ever 
day furniſhes us with inconteſtible Proofs of this Truth. 
D, © Death is continually in our view, we behold Man going to 
of his long home, and the Mourners are on every hand of us, and 
hat going about our Streets, 
the 50 that nothing is more evident than chis, and no Truth 
10 needs leſs by formal Arguments to be prov'd ; but alaſs ! 
ix. is any leſs thought of; and, tho? of the laſt Importance, ſo 
en- jittle improv'd ? What need is there to preſs the Conſide- 
us, ration of it on the Conſciences of Men? For who fo good, 
And Hs to be able to ſay, I ſtand in no need of being put in mind 
Man That I mult die? And would the Bad but be to wile, as to 
eath tonſider their latter End, this might be a probable mean oi 
the preventing their Ruin and Deſtruction. 
—— 3 BUT L have been lead to ſuch Thoughts as theſe from 
cum, What ſome have ſuggeſted, that by the Word of the LORD 
4 here, may be meant that Sentence of Mortality that 2 
a 48 
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Law Sin was in the World : but Sin is not imputed where 7 


is no Law, Nevertheleſs Death reigned from Adam to Moſes, 
even over them that had not ſinned after the Similitude of Adam's 


— * > 
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| 5 14 The Sentence of God, and 


[ has paſt upon the Race of Apoſtate Man; tho I appre- 
| hend there are ſome other Senſes that come nearer to the 
| Deſign of the Spirit of God in this Paſſage ; and rhere- 
J fore | | | 
[ 3. THIR DLY, HE died according to the Word of the | 
| LORD ; that may be, according to the particular Sentence 
of Goa, Or 4s God had before determin'd and declar'd he ſhould. | 
His Death, and the Circumſtances of it, did exactly an- 
ſer the Appointment and Prediction oi God, that we have 
Deut. 32. recorded in that forementioned * Place, where God fore- 
2 505 told and commanded, that he ſhould go wp into the Moun- 
tain Abarim, «unto Mount Nebo, in the Land of Moab, 

and die in the Mount, &c. 

NOW in this Chapter we are told, that he ment up into 
the Mount, and died there So that this Was all according to 
the Word of the LOR V, agreeable to God's particular 
Appointment and Prediction; and in this Senſe this Phraſe : 

+ Luke 2. 29-15 (c) oftentimes uſed. So died good old STMEON, Þ to © 
whom it was revealed, that he ſhould not ſee Death, till he had 
ſeen the Lord's Chriſt ; which when he had done, he addreſ- 
{es himſelf to God in theſe Words, Lord, nom letteſt thou thy 
Servant depart in Peace, ACCORDING TO THT. 
ORD. 8o that from hence we may obſerve, 

N. B. THAT the Deaths, and the particular Circumſtances of 
the Deaths of particular Perſons, are appointed and over- 

| ruled by God, = 4 

1 | (10 (1/t.) I fay, The Deaths of particular Perſons are appoin- 

[i ted by God. God has not only determin'd i the general, 

| that Men ſhall die, all Men, of what Rank, and in what 
|! Circumſtances ſoever, but he deſcends to Individuals ; for: 
| | as there is not a ſingle Sparrow falls to the Ground 

"tt without our Heavenly Father; ſo there is not a ſingle Mau 

ith drops into the Grave without his ſpecial Appointments 

If he numbers che many individual Hairs, to be ſure he, 


— — * 


* — - 


——  - —j—œ—d—ẽ —= — — — — ———_. 


— — - - » — 


— — 
— — Pn —  - 


* 


* — — 
0 - * — 
—— — —— ——— as —— — 


WP | Owe — — 22 a4 


17 appoints the particular Heads that ſhall be laid; at whagy 


| 1 


4 
7 
wy - 
' 
" 
4 
2 


| 8 


(c) See Numb. 9, 20.— 123 3» &c. 


His Servants ' Submiſſion. = 


Door Death ſhall knock, into which Houſe, and which | 
Room of the Houſe he ſhall enter, and which of the two | | 
in one Bed he ſhall take; and his commiſſion'd Officer ex- 
he 7 actly executes his Dead- Warrant. We find God {ome- 1 
ce times picking and chooſing the Men that ſhall die. We b 
J. are told, he ſlem the Fatteſt * of them, and ſmote down the choſen * Pal, 78.31 
Mien of Iſrael. And again we read of God's + namberine f Jer. 43. 116 | 


Men to the Sword, and of his || appointins them that are for | fer. 14. 2. 

— | Death to Death. f 7 5 ie i 
= (24ly.) NOT only the Deaths of particular Perſons, but (2.) N 
ab. the particular Circumſtances of their Deaths are over-rul'd i 

and appointed by God. | | 
„% FOR the Circumſtance of PLACE, Go wp into Mount f 
„% Nebo, fays God to MOSES, and die THERE, and . 
lar! he died there. He that orders the Bounds of our Habitation, 
af | Over-rules this Circumſtance of the Place of our Death 


hag is wiſely determin'd by Him, as to Perſons dying at Home 
ref. or Abroad, in the Houle or the Field; * I will requite thee * » Kings 9. 
1 thy ; - _ Plat, ſaid God to Ahab. He was to die in Naboth's 25. 
Held. 
HI AND ſo for the TI M E, this alſo is over-rul'd by 
es of | God. We cannot die till He gives leave; and die we mult 
ver. When his Time is come, and he commands us to with. 
draw. We read of our Lord, that He + kzew that HIS f John x2, 1. 
. HOUR was come, when he ſhould depart out of this World Ea 
pony to bis Father. And fo you find Simeon's Time was fixed by 
whey the Appointment of God. 
* % AN) for the MANNER of our Death, whether eaſy 
101 or painful, ſudden or lingring, natural or violent, there is 
a wiſe Determination of Heaven, MOSE S's Death was 
to be eaſy. HE was not rack'd with any Diſeaſe, nor 
worn our with decrepit Age, nor deſtroy'd by any external 
Violence; but God did, as it were, gently draw his Soul 
ha from his Body: Go and die there; q. d. Go up to the Mount, 
and breath out thy Soul into mine Hands, 


| 
+ 0 And what in this reſpect may oftentimes ſeem caſual to us, | 
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The Semence of God, and 


"BU T at other times we find God ſending ' particular 
Diſeaſes, and Inſtruments of Death, as his commiſhon'd 


Lev. 26.16. Meſſengers. * I alſo will do this unto you (lays he) I wil 


T Jer, 15. 3» 


Exod. 21. 13. 


even appoint over you Terrour, Conſumption, and the burning 
Ague ; that ſhall conſume the Hes, and cauſe Sorrow of Heart. 
And elſewhere, + Iwill appoint over them four Minds, ſaith | 
the Lord, the Sword to ſlay, the Dogs to tear, and the Fomls of 
the Heoven, and the Beaſts of the Earth to devour and deſtroy. 
And what ſeems altogether fortuitous in this reſpect, is un- 
der a Divine Superintendency. When the Man. layer ig- 
norantly kills his Neighbour, that he dy*d by mere Chance | 
and Accident, as we are wont to expreſs it, it is ſaid, that 
|| God deliver'd him into his Hands, No evil Diſeaſe can walſtc | 
and conſume till it have a Commiſſion from Him. No 
Man can turn Felo-de-ſe, or murder another without the 
Divine Permiſhon. Thoſe terrible Judgments of Plague 
and Famine, and Sword, cc. are appointed by God, and 
execute their Warrant upon thoſe to whom they are 
tent, But J paſs on. 

FOURTHLT, HE diedaccording to the Word of ih L ORD: 
He readily ſubmitted to Death, ang the Circumſtances of it, as © 
God had commanaed. 

G OD told him be ſhould die of this Side Jordan: And 
indeed, at firſt, We find * him earneſtly praying for the 
rever ling that Sentence; but God's Anſwer {afficed him, 
that he ſpake no more of that Matter, Thus our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf petition'd that the bitter Cup might paſs from tne; 
but if it were his Father's Will that it ſhould not, then he 
ſubmits with a, Father not un Milli, but thine be dont. 

MANY things did concur in MOSES's Caſe, cha 
might make him account of this Word, of, the I. 0 R 5 
as a ſevere and ſurprizing Word: Several things might? 
make him deſire to be ſpar'd yet longer. He had not at. 
tained to the Years of the Life of his Fathers. He Was in 
full Strength; and by the Courſe of Nature; likely to live 
tor many Years to come. He had gone thro? all the Far- el 


of the ar; and no wonder that he deſir'd to refreſſſ 
himſell q 
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himſelf with the Delights of Canaan, and to ſee that 
pleaſant Land, of which he had heard ſo much. And 
other things of this Nature might make him unwilling at 
firſt to comply, and ready to except againſt the PLACE 
and TIME of his Death; but the Man MOSES was very 
meek ;, he finds that God will have it ſo, and therefore he 
readily ſubmits. From hence we may learn, that 
IT is the incumbent Duty of all God's Servants to ſubmit 
to the Will of their Heavenly Maſter, concerning their 
Deaths, and the Circumſtances of em. 


WE ihould not only obey God thro'-out the Courſe of 


| our Lives, but we ſhould conſcientiouſly prepare to yield 
a a chearful Obedience to Him in the very Act of Dying. 


HERE I ſhall endeavour, as briefly as may be, to ſtate 


this Matter, under the following Particulars. 


(I.) PLL ſhow you what this Submiſſion in the mentioned 
Caſe does not exclude, And then, | 

(II.) WHAT it does include, or wherein it conſiſts. 

I. TO prevent Miſtakes, I ſhall ſhow you what this Sub- 


; miſſion does not exclude. As, 


I. IT does not exclude all Manner of Averſion to dying. 


N Death to Nature is the King of Terrours; or as the Philo- 
ſopher terms it, The Terrible of Terribles. There is, and, ge- 
2 nerally ſpeaking, has been ſo long, ſuch an Intimacy be- 


twixt thoſe endeared Colleagues, our Souls and our Bo- 


dies, that Nature cannot but diſcover ſome Averſion to fo 
Wide a Separation as Death will make betwixt them. The 
wWiſe Creator has in-wrought into the very Conſtitution of 
Man a natural Fear of Death, by which he ſerves many 


great and excellent Purpoſes in his Government of the 


World. Death is an Enemy, and tho he cannot /t:zg, 
F yet he will be ſure to ſtriłe, and the Blow may ſometimes 
be very heavy. To think that the Body ſhould be curn'd 
ing into Rottenneſs, and ſee Corruption, that that which was 


ſo much belov'd and indulg*d, ſhould become a moſt loath- 


ſome Lump, and a Prey to Worms, ſhocks us for the pre- 
g feat, till we have digeſted ſome other Thoughts that 
may reconcile us to theſe. C BE- 
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The Sentence of God, and 


: BESIDES there are yet ſome remaining Doubts in the 
; Minds of many of the Beſt, that they oftentimes ſeem to 
| be at an Uncertainty what may become of them after 
| Death; and glad they would be, it they might be excus'd | 
; for the preſent, from what they think running a venture. 
2 THESE things do occaſion ſome Reluctancies of Na- 


| 
| 
| 
ture. And tho J cannot fay they are altogether tree from | 
Guilt, yet they are conſiſtent with Sincerity, and with a 
1} reſigning to God. 
" (2.) NOR does this ſubmitting exclude ſome humble Requeſts 
| to God, to be ſpared if it may be his Will, for the preſent. A 
good Man may ſometimes think it deſirable that he ſhould | 
be continued yet a little longer. Something in his Houſe, or | 
| ſomething in his Soul, he apprehends wants to be ſet ina 
11 better Order. He has ſomething to do in the World, or for 
| his God, that he ſuppoſes may make it worth his while (if 
{| God ſee fit) to ſpend ſome longer Time upon Earth. Now 
1 a humble Repreſentation to God of the Matter, with ſome 
1 ſubmiſſive Requeſts, upon ſuch Views, that , it be poſſible, | 
1 or if he be willing, Death may yet be kept at a diſtance, is 
tit very conſiſtent with his reſigning when he once knows 
| it is the good Pleaſure of his God that he ſhould be diſ- 
| miſs'd ; for then he will ſay, The Will of the Lord be 
i done. Nor, 
| 


G34) IS this inconſiſtent with the uſing of Means, in order to : 
the preſerving of Life, or preventing of Death, while we are ig- | 
norant what God has determin'd. For this may very well 
be done, while there is a dutiful ſubmitting the Iſſues and 
| Events of things to Him. We owe fo much to this Earthly || 
1 Tabernacle, that when it begins to decay, and to totter, we |; 
. ſhould do what we can to repair and ſupport it, till we 
1 find it is the Will of our Heavenly Lord, that all the Pins 
if! ſhould be looſen'd, and the little Fabric pulPd down to the 
bl Ground. It was not A/ſa's Sin, that under his Diſeaſe he 

ſought to the Phyſician, but that he ſought not unto the Lord. þ 
* 2 Chron. 16. In his Diſeaſe he ſought not to the Lord, but to the Phyſicians. . 
Io. SO that this Submiſſion to the Will of God in the men- 


_ tioned | 
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tioned Caſe does not exclude ſuch things as theſe. Let 
us now. ſee in the 2d Place 

II. WHAT it does include, or wherein it conſiſts. Take 
this under the tollowing Heads. 
': (1+) 17 implies an acknowledging both the JUSTICE of God 
in appointing of Death it ſelf, and his RIGHT to determine the 
- | Circumſtances of it as He pleaſes, That it was an equitable 
Procedure in God, to inflict ſuch a Puniſhment on apoſtate 
Man. That becauſe all have ſinned, therefore in righteous 
s Judgment he ſuffers Death to paſs upon all Me. 5 
AND then, that as he is our ſpream Lord, he has « right- 
1 Authority to determine all Len of Dying. 
r As he is Father and Lord of our Spirits, he may call home 
a his Off-/prizg and Subjects mhenſoe ver, and in what way ſoever 
Ir | he pleaſes ; in Childhood and Youth, as well as in old 
it Þ Age; by painful and pining Sickneſs, or by a ſudden 
Stroke, Cc. 27 75 f Bu 
ac | (2.) THERE # requiſite to this Submiſſion to God, and in- 
le, | cluded under it, a ſtriving againſt, and endeavouring to over- 
iS. come that nataral Averſion that there is in as to dying, and to 
WS | ome particular Circumſtances of it, which cannot be done 

without much Meditation, and earneſt Prayer. * 

be IN MEDITATION we are frequently to repreſent to 
pur ſelves thoſe weighty Arguments that Reaſoz and Religi- 


10 vn do furniſh us with, in order to the reconciling us to dy- 
2g = ns: And we mult ſtrike at the Roat of thoſe things that 
vell feed and foment that Averſion; ſuch as a mighty Fondneſs 


and Affection to this World and ſublunary Enjoyments; a 
thly \Backwardneſs to do our uttermoſt by way of Preparation; 
we z negleQing to look into the State of our Souls, and over 
we gur Evidences for Heaven, cc. Of which I ſhall ſpeak a 
Pins fittle in the Application. | ü 
) the AND we mult be earneſt with God in PRAYER, that 
ſe he kt would pull out the Sting of Death, and then deliver us 
Lord. om Bondage through the flawiſh Fear of it ; and that Almigh- 
ians. ty GRACE may (at leaſt in ſome good meaſure) over- 
en- me the Averſion of NATURE, and reconcile us to a Dit- 
oned lution. 7 wp 
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+ Neb. 12. 9. e of our Bodies, but the * Father of our Spirits, And whe 7 
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BUT then there is in us a mighty Antipathy to ſome par- 
ticular Circumſtances of dying: Either we would not die 
in ſuch a Place, at ſuch a Diſtance from home, or from our 
Friends and Relations ; or we would not die at ſuch a Time. 
Perhaps we are apt to think, we are but juſt entred on the 
Stage of the World, and would have ſome longer Time to 
act our part; or we are in the midſt of ſome uſetul Deſigns, 
and would fain bring Matters to a Concluſion ; Or it may | 
be we would by no means be taken away by 4 /adder Stroke. | 
We ſcarce bear the Thoughts of being haſtned out of the | 
World without ſome previous Notice. From ſudden Death, | 
good Lord, deliver me! ſays one, ſay many: While the | 
Language of others is juſt the contrary : Let me with one | 
Spring leap over the Gulph, and be with Chriſt in an in- 
ſtant | Or if my Death {ſhould not be fo ſudden, Lord, 
grant that my Sickneſs may be but ſhort ! 
NOW tho we may with Submiſſion repreſent ſuch De- 
fires to God, yet we ſhould before-hand conſider what a 
Right God has to determine theſe things; and with how 
much Wiſdom and Goodneſs he proceeds in all his Dealings 
with his People; and that he knows beſt, by our Sicłneſ. 
and Death, to promote our Good, the Good of others, and 
his own Glory: And by preſſing theſe and ſuch like Conſi 
derations on our ſelves, we ſhould be endeavouring to bring 
our {elves to a full Conſent to die, how, when, and wher: - 
God ſhall ſee fit to allot. But, [7 
30 THIS concludes in 4 quiet and chearful reſigning ou 
expiring Souls into the Hands of God when the time is come, an 
a truſting our Bodies with Him, to preſerve them to the Reſur 4 
rection- day. Our Spirits are God's Off. ſpring; he is the M 


7 
iN 
* 
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his Image in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs is impreſs| 
on his Off-ſpring, he will delight to receive it into a mo 
intimate Union and Converſe with Himſelf in the Heave 
ly State. So that we Was with abundant Comfort, reſi 
O 
: 


our departing Souls into his Hands. 


AN 


= 
: 


| thers, it is no incredible thing with us, that God ſhould raiſe 
the Dead; we may therefore ſafely commit our Duſt to 

Him, and be content the Body ſhould ſleep under his Pro- 
tection, in hope of a glorious Reſurrection to an immortal 

Life; * Knowing in whom we have believed, and being perſwa- 2 Tim. 1. 
died that he is able to keep that which we commit unto Him againſt 12. 
that Day. 


have finiſh'd the firſt general Head I propos'd, which was. 


—— 
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AND as for our Bodies, whatever it has been with o- 


—vy— 


TH US I have ſhown what this Submiſſion to the Will of 
God concerning our Deaths, and the Circumſtances of em 
does include, and wherein it conſiſts. And with this I 


to conſider the ſeveral Senſes in which this Phraſe [of Moſes's 
dying according to the Word of the LORD) has been under- 
ſtood, and have made (I hope) ſome #/efu! Remarks under 
each. 

I proceed to the IId Head of Diſcourſe, viz. 

IT. The Improvement by way of Application, II. 

AND here I find I muſt omit the ſeveral Inferences I de- 
ſign'd to have rais'd from each part of my Diſcourſe, that 
I may have time for what remains. 

_ I ſhall only therefore from what has been ſaid concerning 
God's appointing and over-ruling our Deaths, and the Circum- 
ſtances of em, and the Duty of his Servants to ſubmit to his 
Will in that grand Affair, exhort you to make it your Buſineſs 
to work up your ſelves to ſuch a Frame and Temper of Soul; 
and I chooſe to inſiſt a little on this, becauſe it leads me to | 
what is molt practical, and of the greateſt Concern. | 

FOR the only Method that I know of, that will un. | 
doubtedly ſucceed to ſuch an excellent Purpoſe, is this, viz. 1 
to be conſtantly preparing for Death, Alaſs! Sirs, we can ne- il 
ver be willing to die (I mean as a Chriſtian ought to be) | 
if we have not ſome good Hopes through Grace that we l 
are prepared for the Sentence of God, that it may be well i 
with us after Death. For it is not Death it ſelf that Men N 
are ſo generally afraid of, ſo much as what comes after 


Death. 
NOW 


he Sentence of God, and 


IL. 


NOW if you would be prepar'd for Death, and fo to 
reſign to the Will of God, there are to things that I would 
adviſe you to. 

I. Look to jour State. And, 
II. Look to the Frame of your Souls. 

THE one of theſe is neceſſary in order to our dying 
ſafely; the other in order to our chearful reſigning. 

I. Look to your State. 


SEE that you be jaſtiſed by the Blood of Jeſus, and 


ſanctiſied by the Spirit of our God, 


MISERABLE is that Man that has the Guilt of one 
Sin remaining on him, tor that will bind him over to eter- 
nal Death : and miſerable muſt that Man be at Death, in 
the Judgment, and to Eternity, whatever Profeſſion and 
ſpecious Pretence he may make, who is not rezewed in the 
Spirit of his Mind, by the ſanctifying Spirit of Chriſt. Now 
indeed theſe two go together: every ſanctified Soul is juſti- 
fied ; every juſtified Soul is renewed by the Spirit of Jeſus. 


And if we would know how it is with us, we mult clear 


up our Juſtification by our Sanctiſication; if the Houſe of Saul 
wax weaker and weaker ; if Sin loſe Ground, and is in a great 
meaſure ſubdued ; if we are aſſiſted by the Spirit of Chriſt 
in exerciſing of Grace, then are we tanctified ; and if fo, 
nothing more certain than that we are juſtified too. And 
into ſo happy a State we may be brought tor the ſake of 
the Son of God, if we will be found in che diligent Uſe of 
appointed Means, applying our ſelves to God thro? Chriit, 
tor the Almighty Aſſiſtances of his Spirit and Grace. 
II. Look to your Frame. 

BE watchful againſt, and repenting of, every known Sin. 
Nothing tends ſo much to the diſturbing the Peace of our 
Souls, as the Witnels of Conſcience againſt us for allowing 
our ſelves in known Sins, and continuing impenitent under 
'em : Nothing theretore can make us more untit to die than 
this, and by Contequence more backward to reſign, We 
ihould therefore ſee to it, that we either keep our telves in- 
nocent from ſuch Tranſgreſſions, or at leaſt that we be fin- 
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og | cere and ſpcedy in our Repentance when we have been be- 
a | tray'd into them. | | 
LIVE in à continual Expectation of Death, Let it be 
upon the Thoughts of your Hearts that you know not but 
each day may be your laſt; for thus you will familiarize 
g the Thoughts of Death and the Grave to your ſelves, that 
theſe will grow every day lets diſagreeable. And how much 
Reaſon is there for ſuch a Practiſe, while we live at ſo great 
4 | an Uncertainty z and carry ſo many thouſand things about 
us, and run continually into ten thouſand more that may 
e | diſſolve the Union between our Souls and Bodies? Our 
Lives are not only like to a Ship at Sea and under Sail, in 
- | reſpect of the Swiftneſs of its Motion, while, as || Job ſays, Js. 26. 
a | Our Days paſs away like the ſwift Ships; but our Caſe is like 
. 
* 
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to that of a Ship in a Storm, and in great Diſtreſs, where 
the Mariners have Reaſon to expect that the next Wave 
;_ may ſwallow them up, or the next Blaſt of Wind run em 
8. on the Sands, or daſh em againſt the Rocks. So every day 
„„ one thing or another may occur that may ſend our Bodies 
11 to the Grave, and our Souls to Eternity. Now from ſuch 
ir | Conſideration as this we ſhould learn to hve in a continu- 
t [al Expectation of Death. And this thro? the Divine Blefling 
5, [would prove a powerful Antidote againſt carnal Grat heati- | 
d ons, and all the Pleaſures of Sin; and a conſtant Spur to rhe F 
of |Eonſcientious Diſcharge of our Duty. And in ſuch a Caſe 
of |& this Death is not like to appear fo very terrible, and by 
+ {conſequence our Reſignation to the Appointment of God, 
? \Iwill be the more practicable and eaſy. Further, | 
+ MODERATE your Affections to the preſent World, and { 
„ | the Poſſeſſions and Enjoyments of Life. For this is the thing 


— OE — li 


ur [at makes us fo averſe to a Diflolution. We are ſo wedded | 
\- | the periſhing Vanities of rhe preſent Lite, that we ar- | 
* ath to think of being removed from dem. The Places we i 
an Pave known for ſome time, the Goods laid up for Tears to come, 
Ve pd the 'l abernacles we may have built for our ſelves, are be. 


me ſuch agreeable things, that we are ready to lay, 11 i} 
n. #4, i. e. it1s belt for us to be here. Our deareſt Friends and | 
1 Rel 4- | 


The Sentence of God, and 


ceſſary to raiſe our Minds to Heaven, and reconcile us to 


Relatives who lie at our very Hearts, and make up ſo great 
a part of our ſelves, are ſuch powerful Attractives that there 
mult be a mighty ſtruggle betwixt Affection and Grace, 
before we can be brought to conſent to a parting. God 
ſometimes puts Comforts into our hands, and we are apt 
to let em have too much room in our Hearts: We find it a 
mighty difficult thing not to over-love what He has ren- 
dred truly amiable and lovely, that in a little while the De. 
fire and Delight of our Eyes becomes the Idol of our Soul: 
And then our immoderate Affection to theſe things doe 
darken our Minds, and cloud our Judgments that we can- 
not ſo clearly behold the excelling Brightneſs of a diſtant 
Glory, or have ſuch an Evidence of invilible things as is ne. 


the 1 houghts of leaving what is become fo delighttul. But 
if ever we would ety ſubmit and be brought to a ful} 
Conſent to die, we mult be weaning our ſelves as tar as wy 
can from every Object that captivates our Heart with ſo maf 
ny ſeeming Charms, and we mult be much on our Watch 
in order to this. Laſtly, | 

FREQUENTLY entertain your ſelves with the Thoughts 
Heaven, and as often look into your Evidences for it. "Th 
the Repreſentations God has been pleaſed to give us in hf 
Word of the heavenly State are comparatively ſo faint, an 
do fall ſo vaſtly ſhort of the Glories and Happineſs of it, y 
when we reflect a little upon that Account which he hi 
furniſh'd us with, it appears ſo infinitely preferable to tli 
belt and moſt D: Condition in this World, that thi 
we would not follow the Example of a Heathen [Ce 


Death, that we may have an Admiſſion there, where the 


brotus] who upon reading the Works of Plato (as it is ſaid 
was 10 inſpir'd with the Hopes of Immortality, that | 
preſently leapt into the Sea that he might enter on ſo de 
rable a State; yet methinks it ſhould make us even- long Þ 
be gone, or at leaſt willing to ſubmit to the Stroke Þ 


is 20 Sin nor Sorrow, no Sickneſs nor Pain, no Tempter 
Death; but Ri P. | birt 
eath., but Rivers of Pleaſures intermixed with no biti 
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Streams that flow for euer: Where our Bodies ſhall be for- 
med like to the Redeemer's glorified Body, and flouriſh 
in the Vigour of immortal Youth, and our Souls be made 


glorious. 

BUT then we muſt look to our Title and Claim. We can 
never be willing to die, (in the manner I have mention'd) 
till we have at leaſt ſome good hopes that we ſhall go to 
Heaven after Death: How ſhall we attain ro ſuch a Hope 
as this, (or to what may be attain'd, and is better, an Aſ- 
ſurance) but by enquiring what Evidences we have? And 
that in ſhort muſt be by comparing our ſelves with the 
Characters that the Scriptures have through. out affixed to 
the Children of God, and the Heirs of Glory. 

BU T thus I have/diſmits'd the former Part of my Work, 
and ſhall now crave your Patience, and beg your Pardon 
for detaining this Honourable and Chriſtian Audience ſome- 
| what longer than is uſual, whilſt I make ſome Attempts 

on another Subject before us. 3.4 
ou know that the lamented Death of the Right Ho- 
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nourable THE LADY CLINITO A, was the Occaſion 
of my appearing in this Place at this time; and I am ſenſi- 


bo 


ble you will expect that I ſhould give you ſome Account of 
| her excelling Character. As I have not, fo Iapprehend T 
need not take up Gzicero's Reſolution, when he ſaid, Nolo 
efſe Laudator, ne videar Adulator ; I will not praiſe leſt Iſhould 
ſeem to:flatter ;, for her'Good-Works have raiſed Her far above 
my Cammendation, and ſpeak her Praiſes more effectually 


Cleo than I (or one much better qualified) can pretend to do. 
is ſai But tho? in reſpect of Her, no Funeral Encomiaſticks can 
that ¶ be needful, yet to us it may be ſerviceable to have fo bright 
ſo de an Example of real Piety propounded for our Imitation. 


long 
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this gece/lext Peron, but ſhall confine my ſelf to ſuch things 
only as Ican aver upon my own certain Knowledge; ha- 
ing had the Opportunity for many Years to obſerve her 
R. 
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lar Conderſ ation, and at laſt to behold the end of 4 
N21 0 b : | D ; 0 


83 Ermer ˙—˙w... — . A ⁵˙wÄ —. 


compleatly and beyond our ꝓreſent Conceptions happy and 


AIs not about to attempt a full and exact Account of 
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The Sentence of God, and 


So that tho? it be but a ſmall part of the Truth that I am 
capable of ſaying, I ſhall be ſure to mention nothing but 
what I know to be true ; for I am of his Mind, who thought 
the giving a falſe Account of à dead Friend equally to be a- 
voided, with the _— an evil Report of a living Enemy; 
both of which I would ſtudiouſly decline: remembring alſo 
that Allowances muſt be made for human Frailties, from 
which none are exempt in this imperfect State, where the 
beſt are but Candidates of Perfection, and in many Inſtan- 
ces ſubject to like Paſſions with others. | 
1 ſuppoſe it will not be expected that I ſhould enlarge | 
on her noble Extract, her high and honourable Birth, or the 
Dignity to which God had raiſed her in this World. If it | 
were, I might begin with acquainting you that ſhe was the 
eldeſt Daughter of FOHN EARL OF CLARE, and of F 
7 ELIZABETH his COUNTESS, Daughter of Sir 
16 HORATIO VERE, LORD VERE and BARON of 
Bid TILBURY, and that by Birth and Marriage ſhe was | 
} nearly related to ſome of the moſt Illuſtrious and Honourable F 
| 1 Families in this part of GREAT BRITAIN, of many | 
[ Branches of which Families truly laudable and excellent F 


things might be reported but I forbear. Indeed it be- 
comes us to honour thoſe whom God has thus highly]! 
14 honoured in the World, and to pay them that Deference Þ 
| that their exalted Station demands from us. But alaſs | 
unleſs their high Eſtate be adorn'd with the Graces of the] 
Divine Spirit, it cannot deſerve our Regard in ſuch a Place, 
and upon ſuch ſolemn Occaſions as theſe. Except God had] 
render'd ſuch deceaſed honourable Perſons infinitely more ho- 
nourable by taking them into His Family and Covenant, 
upon their Deceaſe they're depreſt to an inconceivablyſi 
greater Miſery, and more wretched Circumſtances than 
thoſe of the neaneſt Beggar upon Earth: And then what aſl 
"Wt poor thing would it be, by Paregyricks and Encomiums, to. 

14/0 pretend to embelliſh their once admired Grandeur? © | 
10. BUT God had crowned all his other Gifts in Her whom 
we lament with ſanctifying and ſaving Grace, by which heli 
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| Glory, as will appear if we reflect a little upon 
Her Converſation; and, 
Ihe End of it, which was Peace. 


& 
1 
4 


ſo Views, beholding her, 


m | FIRST, IN her Family, and managing Domeſtick Affairs. 

ne THEN in her moſt private Retirements, ſetting her Soul 

n- in order, and converſing with her God. And, 
LASTLY, 1z her Behaviour and Carriage towards others, 

ge eſpecially ſuch as were the proper Objects of her gene- 

he Þ rous Charity, 

it © IE we reflect upon her Management of Domeſtick Affairs, 


Sir Þ a conſtant admirable Diſcretion, while 4 wiſe Fragality, and 
of yet 4 hoſpitable Proviſion of all things agreeable to her Qua- 
was lit) were conſpicuous to all, and raiſed Admiration in many 


able who frequented her Houſe, and were acquainted with her 


any] Circumftances. 

lent} BUT ſtill by her Religious Conduct ſhe diſcover'd that 
be- ſhe was moſt intent on the better part. Reſolved ſhe was 
that her Houſe, together with her ſelf, ſhould ſerve the Lord. 
And an happy Regulation to be ſure that Family mult be 


ence 
laſs ! 
the 
lace, Religiouſneſs (for there is ſomething I may truly ſo term) does 
| had not occaſion a neglecting Oeconomical Concerns , nor an Over- 
e ho ·¶ Solicitude about worldly Afairs drive Religion out of the Houle. 
nant,, FAMILY-PRAYER was performed Morning and Even- 
vably g, and the SCRIPTURES frequently read in the former 
than part of the Day; when it was expected that all ſhould at- 
hat af tend, as her Laaiſhip conſtantly did, with exemplary Seriouſ- 
zs, tofſheſs and Devotion. And indeed what Account can they 
I hink of giving to God, who arc moved by I know not what 
whom Conſiderations to have a ſtated religious Worſhip main- 
ch heain'd in their Families (for many ſuch there are) who yet 
epar al - D 2 in 


prepar'd Her for 4 far more exceedins and eternal Weight of 


„ UNDER the former of theſe we may take ſeveral diſtinct 


the ö we {hall find that ſhe always united MARTHA and MARY 
of] together. As for MARTHA's part, it was diſcharged with 


under, where the virtuous Woman both * feareth the Lord, Prov. 31. 
and /ooketh well to the Ways of ber Houſhold too, that an Over- 


ae Sentence of God, and 


— 


in the mean while act as tho* they thought themſelves un- 
der no Obligations to attend ſuch a Solemnity ? Contrary 
to the Practice of holy Joſhua, as great a Man as any of 
em, who would join with his Houſe in ſerving the LORD. 
THIS was her Practice every Day. But that her own 
Soul and theirs under her Care might be the better pre- 
par'd for the ſpecial Duties of the LORD*s-DAT, a larger 
Portion of Time was improv'd on the Evening before; 
one while in EXPOUNDING ſome Queſtions and An- 
fwers in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm; and at other times in 
READING ſome ſerious practical Diſcourſe, which on the 
Evening preceding the SACRAMENT-DAY was prepa- 
ratory to that ſolemn Ordinance. „ 
ON the LORD's-Day a large RE PETITION was 
made of what had been heard in publick before. A Pra- 
crice certainly that will turn to a better account, and be re- 
flected on at laſt with greater Satisfaction, than the ſpending | 
any part of that Day in needleſs and impertinent Vilits, to 
the looſing both of our Time, and of what we have heard | 
in the Houſe of our God. 
_ UPON any Poon Emergency, after any remarkable Deli. 
verance, or ſuch like Occaſions, SPECIAL SEASONS-were 


ſet apart for Prayer and Praiſe ; and the Aſſiſtance of Mini- 


ſters was called for and afforded, 

THUS was her Houſe a Bethel indeed, a Houſe of God, 
and of Prayer. And with ſo wiſe and religious a Conduct did 
ſhe manage her FAMILY. | 


NOW let us reflect a little on her more PRIVATE RE 
TIREMENTS, /erting her Soul in order, and conver ſing 
with her God; for what was her Buſineſs, when withdrawn 
we may partly gather from ſome things that I have had 


Opportunities to take notice of. 
THIS I have found, that of all parts of a Sermon {hi 


was generally the beſt pleas'd with the Application, ani 


what was molt practical there: Particular Directions ſuſ 


would endeavour to fix on her Mind, or any ſpecial Hin [ 
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| that would aſſiſt her in examining the. State. of her Soul, 


u 1 have known her oftentimes call in for the. re- 
ge collecting one or more Heads that ſhe might have forgor- 
I ten. This, to be ſure, was with an intent to ap them to 
* © thoſe Uſes (when ſhe was retir'd) for which they were 
n deſign'd. And alafs | without ſuch a Practice as this, to 
de | what purpoſe is it that we hear Sermons, read the Scrip- 
5 | tures, and other good Books, if we only hear the Sound, and 
- read the Words, but never improve Time for the bringin 
Matters home, by a particular Application to our own Souls? 
"N I was alſo her Cuſtom for many Years, when either in 
mc Hearing, Reading, or Diſcourſe, ſhe met with any cariozs 
Pa- Obſervations, any pertinent religious Maxims, or ſpecial Di- 
roctions, or the like, to write them down, that ſhe might 
2 review em in time to come, and improve em upon particu- 
1% lar Occaſions. This I have many times obſerv'd her to 
line do, and am confident ſhe has done oftentimes unobſerv'd. 
ins] Thus ſhe was a good Scribe, that laid up things new and old; 
, ” and I, and many others, have frequently heard her bring 
sara them out of her Treaſ#re upon proper Occaſions... 
Deli BI What I have ſaid, you ſee What Matter ſhe had laid 
were! ln for her private MEDITATION: ; a religious Duty that 
ini. doo few are acquainted with in our Days. 1 ( 
N' beſides her worſhipping God with her Family (of 
God. which I made mention before) ſome Time was conſtantly 
+ gight {etapart, both Morning and Evening, tor SECRET PRAY- 
ER; a thing ſo eflentiakto a Heaven-born-Soul, that it can 
no more live without it, than the Body can without Breath. 
RE ” SHE ſpent much Time in PREPARATION an the Saturday 


Þ before the Adminiſtration 
erſi off other Viſitors, that 


the SACRAMENT ; and kept 
might have more Leiſure for 
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_— ! Converſe with God, and receiving Viſits from Him. A 
I great part of that Day was devoted to readin Looks that 

ay ul treat on that Subject; to private Meattation and Prayer, 

. till the Family was calPd together, for ſuch a Purpoſe as J 

15 {bl have before taken notice of. 

Hint Thus we have ſeen (as far as we can be ſuppoſed to ſee) 

**1.. how Matters paſt betwixt God and her Soul. it 


— . — — — — — | — — _ 
5 . - e. . 0 

1 IC Q 0 - »- ” Fx *% 

oy : l k : *. 
30 The Sentence "God , and 


II will now'be well worth our while to obſerve what 
was her BEHAVIOUR and Carriage TOW ARDS OT HERS, 
4 And here ſnie well underſtood the critical Art of Converſing 
| with the greateſt, and condeſcending to the neaueſt of Men, 
| 


Tho ſhe knew how to. behave her ſelf as 4 Perſon of 
Honour, and well underſtood what was her due, ſhe was 
as well acquainted with her Duty as a Chriſtian, which 

requires, upon many Occaſions, much Meeſneſs and Lowli- 
| | neſs of Mind. 


"wh BUT what I would more particularly take notice of un- 
f 4 der this Head, was her generous and extenſive CHARITY. 
1 It is almoſt incredible (her Circumſtances conſider'd) how 
| full ſhe was of good Works, and of Alms-deeds which ſhe did. 
tl No ſooner was an Object propos'd, but her Pity was 
1: mov'd, and her Charity diſpens'd. And this I am ſure of, 
I ſhe would ſooner deny her ſelf than thoſe who addreſs d her 
1 upon ſuch an Occafion ; inſomuch that (if I may be allow'd 
14 to ſay it) this was rather her Fault, that ſhe would in ſome 
110 Inſtances be too ſevere to her ſelf, that ſne might be charita- 
ble to others; ſo that I have ſometimes thought it my Duty 
rather to forbear than move her Compaſſion, by making 
mention of ſome compaſſionable Objects. There are many 
Widows, Fatherleſs, and others, both in City and Count, 
who have juſt Occaſion ro weep over her, as another decea- 

ſed DORCAS. 
AS ſhe had Opportunity ſhe did Good to all, but eſpecially to 
them who are of the Houſhold of Faith. She always diſco- 
ver'd a peculiar Tenderneſs to the FRENCH REFUGEES. 
How often have many of their Miniſters, and others, been 
kindly entertain'd at her Table, and afterwards greatly re- 
freſh'd with her Bounty? Some have had ftated Allowances 
duly paid: And one Congregation of thoſe diſtreſſed Chriſtians 
have reaſon to ſay, She loved our Maſter, and us for his 
Sake, and has built us a Synagogue : For ſhe procured from 
1 the late excellent QUEEN MART, of Glorious Memory, 
. (in whom ſhe had a peculiar Intereſt, and from whom ſhe 
Wil! receiv'd ſeveral Marks of ſpecial Favour) a conſiderable 
; us D9OD-TAITTO 11 71 Sum 
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piety, and bitter Sufferings for Chriſt, had render'd her ſo 
precious to our good Lady, that ſhe inſiſted upon having 
her own Duſt intermingled with Hers, 

SE frequently diſcover'd the tendereſt SYMPATHY 
with thoſe ſuffering Churches of Chriſt, and was very deſi- 
Tous that their Caſe ſhould be remember*d in Family-Pray- 
er, and upon all publick Occaſions. 

„ IMMORTAL SOULS were the Objects of her Charity; 
that ſhe has taken ſome Pains, and been at conſiderable 
Charges to have SCHOOLS ſet up in the Country, for the 
aſtruct ing the Younger in the Principles of Religion, and 
her in ſending great N umbers of Catechiſms, and other good 

9 Books, to bè diſtributed amongſt the Ignorant of all ſorts. 

Ad AND if her pious and condeſcending Inſtructions, her great 
ome und generous Knaneſſes to ME, eſpecially in my earlier, as 
8 well as in my more advanc'd Years, had had ſuch an Effect 
i l 2s they ought to have had, that upon that account it might 
us Fhave been worth taking notice of here, I ſhould with the 
nany greateſt Readineſs acknowledge my Obligations. Howe- 
r. f £ er I have abundant reaſon to bleſs God tor the many Ad- 
more Fantages I have receiv'd from her, in reſpect of this pre- 
Ent Life, and of Godlineſs too, And I hope I ſhall never 
lilco-Vrget her affectionate dying Advice. 

ac BK BUT tho God had made her ſo eminently uſeful in her 
been Peneration, and ſhe had been the Inſtrument of doing ſo 
a much Good in the World, yet ſuch was her HUMILITY, 
ech the low Thoughts ſhe had of her ſelf, that ſhe com- 
Jlain'd to me on her Death-bed, that ſhe had done nothing for 
od ; and frequently expreſs'd the deep Senſe ſhe had of 
er need of the Righteouſneſs of another [of the Son of 
od] to recommend her to God. She well underſtood 


he abſolute Neceſſity of az inherent Righteouſneſs, and 
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(d) Madam de Regner. 


T sum towards it, and laid the firſt Brick with her own un 
ae Hands, where her Remains lie interr'd (as was her Deſire) 
8 near a (dA) FRENCH MARCHIONESS ; whoſe real 


knew 
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* i John 3.17. Ene Y that * he that Hoes. Rigbteouſut /s i 1:2hteous ; and was 
therefore ſollicitous about the Work of Sar:tification; on her 
Soul, and deſirous to be found in the way of her Duty: And 
in ſuch a Courſe drew Comfort, from a Conſideration of 
rhe Righteonſneſs Chriſt had wrought 04t, to render the Per. 
ſons, and ſincere, tho imperfect, Services of Believers 
acceptable to the Father. 41190-9014 He 
- BESIDES her Charity. in relieving the Poor, ſhe was in 
Pymciple and Pruttice, charitable to all ſerious Chriſtians from 
whom ſhe differ'd in Opinion. And tho ſhe choſe to worſhty 
God in that which is called, THE PRESBTTERIAN 
WAY, and not long before her Death, told me in the Pre- 
fenceof ſeveral; that ſhe was fally ſatisſ) d iuſuchu PRACTICE, 
and ſaw uo redſon to repent of it: Vet the was never known 
to be guilty of that furiuus Tul, which is indeed the Reproat| 
of ſome of every Party, cho one of the moſt abſurd and un. 
reaſonable things in the World : For certainly the wi: 
Creator, who forms and models the Minds of Men, never 
propos!d that they ſhould be inclin'd, much lefs-wrough 
up by any external Violence, to an Uniformityof Thinking 
tor ſo unlimited is the Extent of Divine Truth, eſpecially 
in choſe things which occafion fo much warm Diſpute, thaf 
it would be a far greater Wonder, if whilft there is ſuch 
Scope, there were not a gteat Variety of Sentiments. Ani 
is it not evident, that after all the moſt ſerious and. diliger 
Searches, in a great many things, the beſt and Miſeſt g 
Men cannot advance- beyond à conjectural cProbabilicyg 
And further, While all have not the fame Underſtandingy 
it cannot be expected that they ſhould have the ſame G 

+ Rom. 14.2, and Reliſh of things, 4 One believeth (ſays the Apoſtiq; 
that he mny eat all things; another ml is weak, datet hi Her 
And tho he mentiens that Caſe, he does not [determi 
What all ſhould do, or not do, by any particular Rules; h. 
he lays down a general Rule, againſt judging one another 
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ſuch like Caſes. And indeed it is as reaſonable we ſhou 
allow a Man to think, in theſe things different fro 
our ſelves, as that we. allow he ſhould ſpeak * 
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| >a wig Tone of Voice, or move with a different Air and 
Geſture. 

BUT thus we have conſider'd ſome part of the Life and 
holy Converſation of this excellent Servant of God. Let 
us now behold. N TY 8 6 2 
HHR END. And we ſhall find it was Peace. 
BM fri TEMPERANCE, and a prudent Management of 
her felt, and the Bleſing of God upon theſe, her Life was 
drawn out to a good old Age; tho nevertheleſs we were 
ready to promiſe our ſelves, that ſhe might have been uſe- 
ful in our World for ſeveral Years to come; till at length 
e. ſnhe was feiz'd with that fatal (e) Diſtemper, that by the 
© Appointment of God brought her down to the Houſe of 
now 4 Living. She continued in a weak Condition for feveral 
prba- Months, but her Behaviour thro-out the whole time was 
d un highly commendable, and truly Chriſtian. I don't re- 
ig member that I heard any thing like an impatient Word 
neve drop from her Mouth. Indeed the was ſo fully ſatisfy'd 
oughſot her future Happineſs, that the Comfort reſulring from 
King] thence, did counter-ballance every Weight, and made her 
«ciall${quietly. reſign. under God's afflictive Hand. I never ob- 
„ thuf ſerv'd my ſelf, tho Lwas much with her in her laſt Sicknefs, 
ſach I nor could L learn from others who did more conſtantly at- 

An tend, that ſhe had the leaſt Cloud upon her Spirit, or diſ- 
lligeg quieting Doubt about her Spiritual and Eternal State, from 
ert che time ſhe was taken to her Departure. When J once 
Wilicſ ſtood by, expecting to ſee her expire, and ſhe had received 
ing the Sentence of Death in her ſelf, I ask d her, / [be mas not 
e Gulf fatisf 4 about . the State of. her Saul; ſhe aniwer'd me, 
bolt And added, She bad Comfort, tho ſhe could not die in 
"Flr ech 4 triumphant manner, as () an excellent Lady, her Siſter, 
ermildid; of whoſe triumphant Death ſhe proceeded to give a 
23 b particular Account. At another time ſhe told me, She 
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The Sentence of God, and 


** Heb. 10.36. 


could ſay with good Sir Edward Harley, Come Lord Jeſus; 
but wiſb'd ſhe could add, with as much Reaſon as he did, for | 
am ready. She would often bleſs God, that he had chaiw'd up 
the Tempter. 

SHE expreſs'd a tender Sollicitude for the Souls of others; 
and advis'd not to be too much concern'd about the pre- 
ſent World, but to prepare for ſuch a Time, and ſuch Cir. 
cumſtances as ſhe was in; and methinks (faid ſhe) we ſbould 
have nothing to do, but to prepare for Death. 

SHE was indeed very ſenſible of her own Imperfections and 
Failures, and therefore deſir d me to pray that God would for. 
give her Sins of Omiſſion, her Iuſirmities, and the Sins of her 
Duties; and ihe was ſo well ſatisfy'd that he would do o, 
that ſhe very much long'd to be gone, inſomuch that ſhef 
found it a more difficult thing to reſign to the Will of 
God, if he ſhould ſee fit to prolong her Life, than ſhe had 
found it to bring her ſelf to a Conſent to die; and ſome- 
times indeed it is ſo, (tho the Inſtances are more rare) that 
the Children of God * have need of Patience, that after the) 
have done the Will of God, they may receive the Promiſes, 
When I could not but pray, that if it were the good Pleaſure 
of God, her Life might be yet continued, ſhe told me, Sh: 
could not heartily join in that Petition; for (added ſhe) it 
is launching into a World of Sin and Sorrow again; methink; 
there ſhould be but a Stile or two betwixt me and my Father" 
Houle, 

BUT you may ſee much of that admirable Frame ſhe 
was in, if I read to you ſome part of a Letter that ſhe ſent 
to a near Relation, when ſhe was juſt recover'd out of a 
Fit, and expecting the Approach of Death; every Word 
deliberately ditated by her ſelf, and ſubſcrib'd with her 


_ own Hand. It begins thus: 


I hope you will not repine, that I have got the ſtart of you 
« to Heaven, as I hope and truſt; but comfort and encourage 
jour ſelf in the Lord your God, and ſpend the reſt of your few 
Days with Chearfulneſs, thinking of that Glory and Happi- 
neſs we ſhall be in to all Eternity. And afterwards 
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.dds, © It is with the greateſt Love and Tenderneſs I bid jon 


farewell, till we meet again in that Place, where we ſhall never 
© fin more, nor ſorrow more, nor be weary of worſhipping God 
ore, thro the Infirmities of a crazy Body. 

And in a Poſtſcript ſubjoins ; "I 

« Tt would rejoice me much, could I be perſwaded you could 
© part with me, as willingly as I part with you. 
AND now after all the Account I have given of her 
holy, humble walking with God, through-out the 
Courſe of her Life; that we, who come fo vaſtly ſhort 
bt her, may be further moved to a greater Diligence, I 
ill remind you, that ſhe was fo ſenſible of her Defects 
and Failures, that ſhe ſaid, If God ſam fit to continue her 


t ſhe Life, ſhe would walk more cloſely with God than ever yet ſhe had 


none. 
4 BUT ſoon after this it pleas'd infinite Wiſdom to remove 
her out of our World, and to tranſlate her into the State 


of Glory. 


_ | THUS lived, thus died this excellent Servant of Chriſt ; 
aſure 
N | as it was ſaid of Moſes, Her Eye was not dim, nor the natural 


e) it | Force of her Intellects abated. 


Gather d to her Grave like a Shock of Corn in its Seaſon : And 


SUCH a Life, ſuch a Death, ſuch a Perſon, is an Or- 
nament to declining Religion, and to deſpiſed Voncon- 
formity too. How great a Loſs the Church of God in ge- 
neral, and Multitudes of particular Perſons, have 1u- 
ſtained by her Death, I cannot expreſs. The Stroke 
indeed is heavy, and the Breach is wide; but it be- 


and to humble our ſelves, ſaying, Woe unto as, for we have 
ſinned ! : ES 

BUT you muſt not forget to bleſs God for continuing 
ſo uſeful, ſo valuable a Life ſo long, while many are taken 
85 1 in the midſt of their Days, and of their uſeful De- 
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comes us to lie low under the mighty Hand of God, 
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NI „ PURNIT me to — 5 ſelf ches deliberate Wit 
| May I be a Follower of her that is gone, tho it be not with egi 
Steps! May I ſhine. at laft- as ſh does in the Kjnzdom of Got 
tho it be not with ſo bright 4 Laſtre,| ar fo. ade 4 Cromn 


May I be « Door-keeper.in the Hoſe of God, while this his Ge 


vant ſets on the Throne, aud is. exalted in the Degrees of” Glo- 
It's fic that a Star whuch ſhone. ſo much brighter in our He 
miſphere, ſhould lilꝭe the Sun excel the Stars in Glory. . 
we all be Followers: of them. who through Raith and Patience i, 
herit the Promiſes, that we. may be for ever with them it 
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2 Confeſſion of Faith, as it was publickly dctiver's at his 0 
dination, A che 2d, 1705. In Ocfavo. 

A Sermon repel co-rhe © Society of Young Gentlemen, © 
belonging to the Evening Lecture in the Oli. Tur No gener tl 
th, 1706. being the donates Day of Hane ving, for © 


Deliverance from the Gunpowder-Plot, and for the 2 Glorious R 


volution. Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the ſaid Society. In 2 


Both Sold by Jobn Lawrence at the Angel in the 3 
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